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petco foundation funds change lives in 
CONTRA COSTA COUNTY
The White Kitty Foundations Uses Donation To Treat and Train Foster Pets Until Forever Homes Are Found
Walnut Creek, CA – (April 14, 2009) – The year begins on a high note for thousands of animal rescue organizations nationwide, like the White Kitty Foundation, that received more than $350 dollar donation from the 2008 Tree of Hope fundraiser, hosted by PETCO and PETCO Foundation.
The five-week campaign generated $3 million in donations from the company’s customers, vendors and associates.  This year, the White Kitty Foundation received funds donated at the PETCO store at 1301 South California Boulevard, Walnut Creek, CA 94596.

Local proceeds from the Tree of Hope 2008 will be used by the White Kitty Foundation for food, shelter and medical expenses for the dogs and cats rescued in Contra Costa County by the Foundation.  
“With the increased number of animals being abandoned at the shelter, the White Kitty Foundation is using the money from the 2008 Tree of Hope to provide medical treatment and ongoing care for the animals we save, ” said Cris Tarozzi, founder of the White Kitty Foundation.  “For the dogs and cats in our foster home program waiting for placement in a forever home, the donation from PETCO Foundation helps with food and veterinary services, as well as support for animals in our sanctuary program.”
“We are so grateful to everyone who contributed and hope they all know they helped to make this world a kinder, safer and happier place to be for the wonderful animals so near to our hearts,” said PETCO Foundation vice president Paul Jolly.  “Tree of Hope has not only helped sustain the lives of animals in need of care and compassion, but also helped nourish the spirit of hope that defines the PETCO Foundation.”

ABOUT PETCO

PETCO is a privately held specialty retailer that provides products, services and advice that make it easier for our customers to be great pet parents. We operate more than 950 stores in 50 states and the District of Columbia, as well as a leading pet products and information destination at PETCO.com. Our nonprofit organization, The PETCO Foundation, has raised more than $49 million since its inception in 1999 to help promote and improve the welfare of companion animals. In conjunction with the foundation, we work with and support more than 5,700 local animal welfare groups across the country to help find homes for more than 200,000 adoptable animals every year.

Walnut Creek store hours are Monday - Friday 9am – 9pm, Saturday 9am – 9pm and Sunday 10am – 7pm.  For further information visit the store at 1301 South California Boulevard, Walnut Creek, CA 94596, call 925-988-9370.

To get the latest news on anything and everything PETCO – from updates about the company to incredible acts of animal kindness, visit the company’s blog at www.petconews.com. 
ABOUT THE WHITE KITTY FOUNDATION
A non-profit 501(c)(3) organization founded in August 2007 in Walnut Creek, California, the White Kitty Foundation is the brainchild of Cris Tarozzi.  Cris has a long history of caring for pets, and decided to turn her passion into this Foundation. The White Kitty Foundation:

· provides adoption assistance to pet owners who can no longer care for their pets, regardless of the breed, age or condition of the pet

· aids the elderly in planning for the care and guardianship of their pets when they are no longer able to provide for such care

· helps rescue, heal and shelter abandoned pets until permanent forever homes can be found for them

· works with other local community-based animal rights groups through coordinated fund-raisers, adoption efforts and community education.
All Foundation activities are supported through private donations and fundraising efforts.   For further information, to send donations and ask questions, please contact the White Kitty Foundation at 925 472-0817, email bob@whitekittyfoundation.org or visit http://www.whitekittyfoundation.org.
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